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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This bush fire assessment report has been undertaken for the proposed construction 

of an aviary enclosure at 10 Mulgrave Road, Mulgrave.  

The development is mapped by Hawkesbury Council as bush fire prone which triggers 

a formal assessment in respect of the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS) guideline Planning 

for Bush Fire Protection (PBP) 2019.  

The proposal is categorised by the NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW RFS) as other 

development and has specific requirements under Section 4.14 of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EPA Act). The enclosure is a Class 10a structure 

under the National Construction Code (NCC) and therefore in accordance with 

Section 8.3.2 of PBP, there are no bush fire protection requirements for Class 10a 

buildings located more than 6m from a dwelling in bushfire-prone areas. 

This assessment has found that the aviary is located over 50m from grassland hazard 

and therefore the bush fire risk is considered to be low.  

Waratah Bushfire Planning proposes the following combination of bushfire measures 

to maintain the low level of bushfire risk and to satisfy the aims and objectives of PBP;   

• Continued maintenance of asset protection zones and landscaping in 

accordance with Appendix 4 of PBP: and 

• Use of non-combustible materials in the construction of the aviary enclosure.  
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• review the potential to provide for ongoing management and maintenance 

of bushfire protection measures. 

 Proposal 

The proposal involves the construction of an aviary enclosure on a concrete slab, 

small storage shed and concrete pathway. The aviary will be constructed using 

insulated colourbond walls and metal mesh. 

The proposed aviary is located adjacent to the community nursery and is not within 

6m of a habitable building. 

 

The Bush Fire Management Plan (Figure 2.1) shows the proposed development and 

bushfire protection measures.



  

 

 

 

 

Figure 1-1 – Proposed development 
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 Referenced documents & information collation 

Documents reviewed for the preparation of this report include the following: 

• Site and elevation plans prepared by mdp Architecture, Project no. 3279, 

Revision P2 dated 26/05/2023 

• Vegetation mapping by Department of Planning and Environment 

(STVM_NSW_1750_PCT) 

• Metro Map aerial photography 

• Australian Standard 3959 Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas 

(2018) 

• Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019 (PBP) 

An inspection of the proposed development site and surrounds was undertaken by 

Nicole van Dorst to assess the bushfire risk and adjoining land use.  

 Site description 

The proposed aviary enclosure is located adjacent to the Hawkesbury Council 

Community Nursery. The aviary is adjoined to the east by an open storage structure 

and to the north by a green house. A row of windbreak trees adjoins the proposed 

aviary to the south and west. 

The access road and its managed verge to Plant Haul Heavy Haulage adjoins the site 

to the south providing an additional 30m separation between the aviary and 

grassland vegetation to the south. 
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Windbreak trees to the south and west 
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Managed land and access road to the south 

 

Proposed location for aviary 
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 Access for firefighting operations 

Access to the nursery is provided via an existing access road from Mulgrave Road. This 

road is at least 4m wide and provides adequate firefighting access to the site. 

 Water supply 

Hydrants are located on Mulgrave Road and the nursery is provided with a number of 

water tanks. Given the low bushfire risk and adequate access within the site no 

additional water supply has been recommended. 

 Gas & electricity supply 

There is no gas or electricity supply associated with the proposal.  

 



  

 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS 

This bush fire assessment report has been undertaken for the proposed construction 

of an aviary enclosure at 10 Mulgrave Road, Mulgrave. 

This assessment has found that the aviary is located over 50m from grassland hazard 

and therefore the bush fire risk is considered to be low.  

The following recommendations are provided to ensure that the development is in 

accordance with the requirements of PBP. 

 Recommended conditions 

The following recommended conditions are based on following documents/plans 

supplied by the client.  

• Site and elevation plans prepared by mdp Architecture, Project no. 3279, 

Revision P2 dated 26/05/2023 

Recommendation 1 – Landscaping and maintenance within the site must comply with 

Appendix 4 of Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019 as depicted in the Bush Fire 

Management Plan (Appendix 1). In this regard, the following principles are to be 

incorporated: 

• Grass should be kept mown (as a guide, grass should be kept to no more than 

100mm in height); and  

• Leaves and vegetation debris should be removed regularly. 

• A minimum 1 metre wide area (or to the property boundary where the setbacks 

are less than 1 metre), suitable for pedestrian traffic, must be provided around 

the immediate curtilage of the structure; 

• Planting is limited in the immediate vicinity of the structure; 

• Planting does not provide a continuous canopy to the building (i.e. trees or 

shrubs are isolated or located in small clusters); 

• Landscape species are chosen to ensure tree canopy cover is less than 15% 

(IPA); 
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• Avoid species with rough fibrous bark, or which retain/shed bark in long strips 

or retain dead material in their canopies; 

• Use smooth bark species of trees species which generally do not carry a fire up 

the bark into the crown; 

• Avoid planting of deciduous species that may increase fuel at surface/ ground 

level (i.e. leaf litter); 

• Locate combustible materials such as woodchips/mulch, flammable fuel stores 

away from the structure; and 

• Low flammability vegetation species are used. 

Recommendation 2 - Use of non-combustible materials in the construction of the 

aviary enclosure.  
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Appendix 1. Bush Fire Management Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










